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Discussion Item Proposed revision of Facade Ordinance eliminating term limits for Historic Takoma,
Inc. representative

Background The Takoma Park Facade Ordinance provides for the establishment of a seven (7)
member Facade Advisory Board (FAB).  Six of the seven advisory board positions
are appointed by the City Council.  The seventh board member is selected by
Historic Takoma, Inc. and is to serve as its representative.  Board members, with the
exception of  the Historic Takoma representative, serve for three (3) year terms. 
The Historic Takoma representative is to be selected by the organization on an
annual basis.  Board members may serve for a maximum of two consecutive terms.

The Board of Directors of Historic Takoma has asked for an opportunity to discuss
with the Council its interest in waiving the term limits included in the ordinance so
that their selected representative would be exempt from this restriction.  

The following revisions to Ordinance 2002-07, Section 1(b) 4C.

No Member, with the exception of the Member representing Historic Takoma, Inc., 
shall serve for more than two consecutive terms.  Members representing Historic
Takoma, Inc. may serve for an unlimited number of one year terms.

Policy To maintain the historic and architectural character of Old Town and Takoma
Junction through the appointment of qualified individuals to the Facade Advisory
Board.

Fiscal Impact None

Attachments Ordinance #2002-07:  Amendments to the Takoma Park Commercial District Facade
Ordinance Revising the Size and Composition of Facade Advisory Board

Ordinance 1999-43: Takoma Park Commercial District Facade Ordinance

Recommendation To discuss the proposed text amendment

Special
Consideration

None



Introduced by: Councilmember Stewart

First Reading: 25 March 2002
Second Reading: 8 April 2002
Effective Date: 8 April 2002

ORDINANCE No. 2002 - 7

Amendments to the Takoma Park Commercial District Facade Ordinance 
Revising Size and Composition of Facade Advisory Board

WHEREAS the City of Takoma Park did, on October 11, 1999, adopt Ordinance #199-43 requiring the
review of all proposed new construction, signs, and facade improvements within the Old Town and
Takoma Junctions commercial areas; and

WHEREAS, said Commercial District Facade Ordinance provides for the formation of a Facade
Advisory Board (FAB) and sets forth the design criteria and the process by which regulated
improvements are to be reviewed; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to expand the size of the FAB to facilitate the review process and
to modify membership requirements permitting a broader community representation on the advisory
board.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Takoma Park, Maryland
that Ordinance #1999-43 Takoma Park Commercial District Facade Ordinance is amended as follows:

Section 1 (1b) Members

1. The FAB shall consist of six (6) seven (7) voting members.

A. Four (4) At least two (2) members shall be professional such as architects, planners, and/or
historians.

B. Two (2) At last two (2) members shall be building or business owners located or doing
business in the Takoma Old Town and Takoma Junction commercial areas as defined herein
Section 2(2B).

C. One (1) member shall represent Historic Takoma, Inc.

1. The Board of Historic Takoma Park Inc. shall select from among its membership for
consideration by the City Council, two representatives, one of which may be appointed to
serve as a voting member of the FAB, the other to serve as an alternate.

4. Members shall be nominated and appointed by the City Council. to serve a 3-year term and shall
serve no more than two consecutive terms. 

A. Terms shall be staggered so as not to replace more than three members in any 12-month
period.  Initial appointees shall receive terms of 1, 2, and 3 years; thereafter all terms are for
three years.  All terms shall expire on the last day of April. 



B. Historic Takoma Park, Inc. representatives shall serve for one (1) year.  
C. No Member shall serve for more than two consecutive terms. 

Section 2 (2K) Compliance Procedures

1. Enforcement

A. Within five (5) months of the date of adoption of this ordinance The City shall provide
training to the staff of the Office of Code Enforcement, and distribute informational materials
to affected building and business owners.

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall be effective immediately.

Adopted this 8th day of April 2002 by roll call vote as follows:

Aye:

Nay:

Absent:

Abstain:

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Additions to the existing language of the Takoma Park Commercial District Facade Ordinance are shown
by shading.

Deletions to the existing language of the Takoma Park Commercial District Facade Ordinance are shown
by strikeout.






















